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sheep, the fatted goats and porkers, and the heifer from the herd
as well. They roasted and served the inner parts and mixed
themselves wine in the bo-wls; the swineherd laid a cup for each
man; the master-herdsman Philoetius served them with bread
in dainty baskets; Melanthius went round with the wine; and
they fell to on the good fare spread before them.
Telemachus deliberately chose Odysseus a spot by the stone
threshold, just within the great hall, where he placed a shabby
stool for him and a small table. He helped him to the entrails,
poured him some wine in a golden cup, and told him he could
sit there and drink with the gentlemen. * You can rely on me,' he
added,' to protect you from any insolence or blows from them.
This is not an inn but the palace of Odysseus, which has come
into my hands from his. And I ask you, gentlemen, to refrain
from all provocation and violence, so that we may have no
brawls or wrangling here.'
It amazed them that Telemachus should have the audacity to
address them in this style. They all bit their lips, and the only
comment came from Antinous, Eupeithes* son, who said:
* Well, sirs, offensive as it is, I suppose we must put up with this
pronouncement from Telemachus, in spite of the menacing
tone he has adopted. Our plan, you see, was interfered with by
the powers above. Otherwise, we should have arranged by now
that these walls should hear that silvery voice no more.'
Antinous had his say. But Telemachus took not the slightest
notice of him.
Meanwhile, in the town, the beasts destined for sacrifice on
this holy day were being led by stewards through the streets;
and the long-haired Achaean townsfolk were congregating in
the shady grove of Apollo the Archer. But the party in the
palace, after the outer flesh had been roasted, withdrawn from
the spits, and carved up, devoted themselves to the pleasures of
the table. The serving-men gave Odysseus his fair share, which
was as generous a helping as they got themselves. Telemachus,
his son and heir, had given them orders to this effect. But Athene
had no intention of letting the arrogant Suitors abandon their

